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Description

I’m honored to have the opportunity to discuss the legacy of Pope Francis in interreligious dialogue.
Before I delve into that critical topic, I would like to take a moment to acknowledge that tomorrow, June
6, 2025, Muslims worldwide will celebrate Eid al-Adha. This occasion holds deep significance, as it
commemorates the profound sacrifice made by the family of Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham), along with his
son Prophet Ismail (Ishmael) and his wife Siti Hajar (Hagar), thousands of years ago, in order to fulfill a
divine mission.

Eid al-Adha is a reminder that sacrifice is a universal theme that resonates with the human experience.
It invites us to reflect on our own lives and the sacrifices we make for love, faith, and community. In this
spirit, I hope we can come together in understanding and respect, as we share in the beauty of our
diverse traditions.

As a Muslim, I feel deeply honored to share my thoughts on Pope Francis, especially during this
significant time of Eid al-Adha, which resonates with themes of sacrifice and our collective humanitarian
responsibilities.

This connection is meaningful to me. Over the past few months, I immersed myself in the film
“Conclave,” which beautifully illustrates the journey of electing a Holy Father within the Catholic
tradition. It highlighted how, for someone to be chosen as Pope, they must inspire hope for eternal
peace—not just among Catholics but across all communities.

This idea of peace is crucial, as a Holy Father is expected to fulfill his role without moral or ethical
shortcomings. When a new Pope is appointed during the Conclave, it represents a fresh chapter for
countless believers around the world, particularly for Catholics. I hope this new leader can bring
guidance and hope to all, fostering understanding and compassion in our diverse world.

The Pope is a compassionate figure who brings a sense of coolness and continually shares messages
of humanity on various occasions. As the Head of State of the Vatican and the leader of Catholics
worldwide, he understands the importance of connecting with people on a personal level. Through
these two roles, he gently reminds us that a Pope’s mission is to convey a religious message enriched
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with humanitarian values. This is the meaningful work that Pope Francis engages in, offering hope and
understanding to many around the globe.

The role of Pope Francis is truly remarkable. He addresses global challenges with compassion,
standing boldly against tyranny in every corner of the world. His messages resonate deeply, reaching
not just the mind but the very heart of humanity. When he knocks on the door of our hearts with these
messages, he unlocks a powerful spiritual force that inspires us all to strive for meaningful change and
a better world for everyone.

Pope Francis’ contributions during his papacy have truly touched the hearts of many. As he stepped
away from his role, the world was left reflecting on the meaningful messages contained in his writings
and the compassionate leadership he offered. He had a remarkable ability to connect with individuals
from all walks of life, forging bonds that transcended distance or status. His humble approach to life and
reluctance to indulge in worldly pleasures inspired awe and admiration, showcasing a profound
commitment to his spiritual values.

Pope Francis reached out to marginalized communities with genuine warmth, lending a voice to the
voiceless and standing firmly on humanitarian issues. He engaged in diplomacy with world leaders,
always seeking to promote understanding and compassion. The heartfelt longing many feel for this
Pope is a testament to the incredible humanitarian work he accomplished throughout his life, reminding
us all of the power of empathy and love in making a difference in the world.

Engaging in interreligious dialogue begins with recognizing the importance of shared values that exist in
every culture. These shared values are vital because they emerge from a spirit that nurtures not only
our beliefs but also our ethics and moral principles. Those who advocate for such concepts often find a
warm welcome in various communities, as their passion resonates with people’s hearts, transcending
mere logic. This deep connection is a key reason why Pope Francis has been so successful in fostering
religious dialogue, emphasizing the shared values that come from the unique culture of each local
community.

In September 2024, Pope Francis arrived in Indonesia, leading to the powerful “Istiqlal Declaration.”
This declaration promotes interfaith brotherhood and environmental protection, reflecting the Pope’s
heartfelt commitment to fostering relationships across diverse beliefs within a spiritual context. The
notion of unity in diversity carries profound significance, as evidenced by Indonesia’s remarkable ability
to thrive in differences while remaining one in purpose. The central focus of harmony, inherent in the
practice of Pancasila, is deeply woven into the fabric of Indonesian life. Thus, the Pope sees
Indonesia’s experience as a shining example of coexistence.

In his heartfelt meetings with Pope Francis and prominent religious leaders, particularly those within the
Muslim community, a powerful message resonates: we are all linked as one big family, interconnected
in our shared experiences and struggles. This understanding fosters a deep sense of compassion and
solidarity.

The Pope’s commitment to advocating for peace and environmental stewardship is not just a mission;
it’s a reflection of his genuine care for humanity. Interfaith community groups are essential in amplifying
these compassionate voices, uniting those who work tirelessly to promote understanding and harmony
across diverse backgrounds.
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Pope Francis’s visits to the Middle East and Southeast Asia stand as poignant reminders of his
dedication to fostering empathy and connection in these regions, which face significant challenges. By
engaging with different faith communities, he seeks to cultivate dialogue and cooperation, addressing
humanitarian issues like poverty and displacement, as well as pressing environmental concerns such
as climate change.

Through these efforts, Pope Francis embodies a heartfelt call to action, urging us all to come together
in a spirit of kindness and collaboration to tackle the urgent challenges facing our world. His approach
reminds us that, despite our differences, we share a common responsibility to care for one another and
the planet we call home.

The legacy of Pope Francis touches the hearts of many, serving as a profound source of inspiration not
just for Catholics, but for a wide range of religious communities around the globe. His unwavering
commitment to promoting peace, social justice, and interfaith dialogue resonates deeply, showcasing
the beauty of our shared humanity. While he holds a cherished place within Catholicism, his message
transcends boundaries, embodying universal human values like compassion, empathy, and
understanding.

To honor the Pope’s heartfelt hopes as expressed through his numerous engagements with interfaith
communities, we must come together and enhance our efforts to foster meaningful collaboration. By
creating safe spaces for open dialogue, sharing experiences, and participating in joint community
service projects, we can bridge the gaps between our faiths. This deep engagement can unite the
diverse feelings and hopes within our religious communities and empower us to respond collectively to
urgent humanitarian challenges, such as poverty, inequality, and climate change. Together, let’s
harness the strength of our shared values to make a positive impact on the world, supporting one
another in this journey towards a more compassionate and just society.

In today’s rapidly changing world, it is more important than ever to focus on efforts that uphold the
cadre process in the spirit of unity for humanity. This mission beautifully aligns with the compassionate
work of Pope Francis, who inspires us all to embrace kindness and collaboration.

Young people hold a unique place in this journey; their passion and vision empower them to become
the leaders of tomorrow. They bring fresh perspectives and the ability to connect with one another in
profound ways. By engaging in interfaith dialogue, they can foster understanding and build bridges
across different cultures and beliefs.

It’s vital to support and nurture these young leaders as they take on the challenge of promoting
harmony and respect in a world that sometimes seeks to divide us. By cultivating these interfaith
relationships, we can help shield them from the negative influences that aim to turn them against each
other. Together, we can create a future filled with hope, inclusivity, and compassion, where every
individual is valued and heard.

In envisioning the future, we can truly honor Pope Francis’ remarkable legacy by creating a lasting
platform for interfaith dialogue that brings together diverse religious traditions. This initiative holds the
promise of fostering deeper connections and understanding among various faith communities, helping
to bridge divides and cultivate a spirit of mutual respect.
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Moreover, it’s essential that we strengthen academic research on interfaith relations. By encouraging
universities and research institutions to focus on the complexities of faith interactions, conflict
resolution, and reconciliation, we can empower scholars to address the pressing need for unity in our
increasingly polarized world.

To honor Pope Francis’ vision, we must also strive to institutionalize his teachings within an educational
system that embodies his values of compassion, social justice, and care for our planet. Imagine a
curriculum that not only imparts knowledge but also inspires students to engage in service, embrace
global citizenship, and become ethical leaders in their communities.

While these initiatives may seem straightforward, it’s vital to acknowledge that we live in a time marked
by disruption and uncertainty. The need for genuine, heartfelt engagement is more crucial than ever. In
a world where superficial gestures often dominate, we must commit to authentic actions that address
the real challenges facing humanity.

Despite the health challenges he faces during his travels—especially his visits across Asia—Pope
Francis remains a symbol for optimism and compassion. His unwavering dedication to making a
meaningful impact in the lives of individuals worldwide reflects a profound concern for the well-being of
our planet and its people. May his legacy inspire us all to strive for a more just and compassionate
world, where each person’s voice is heard and valued.

 

Thank You!
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